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Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1955. 

I  would  draw  the  Council’s  particular  attention  to  the  portion  of  the  report  dealing 
with  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  compiled  by  Mr.  Smith.  In  view  of  the  ignorance 
displayed  in  many  quarters  of  the  changes  which  have  gradually  evolved  in  the  scope  of  these 
Officers’  duties,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  good  opportunity  of  stressing  the  interest  to  the 
Town  of  their  work. 

Faithfully  yours, 

JEAN  MURRAY. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area 

Population  ... 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1955) 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (year  1954-55) 

Total  number  of  houses  in  Urban  District  (31-12-55) 


2,250  acres 
14,280 
£113,311 
£453 
4,677 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population 

Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 

Still  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  : 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks 


...  14,280  (Registrar  General’s  figure) 
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Urban  District  England  and  Wales 


Crude  Live  Birth  rate 

14-84 

per 

1,000  of  population. 

Comparison 

15-5 

Corrected  Birth  rate 

15-41 

(Comparability  Factor  1-04) 

Still  Birth  rate 

Crude  Death  rate  : 

0-213 

per 

1,000  of  population. 

yy 

•35 

All  Causes 

10-23 

per 

1,000  of  population. 

yy 

11-4 

Corrected  Death  rate 

8-8 

(Comparability  Factor  -86) 

Infants  under  1  year 
Death  rate  of  Infants 

4-7 

per 

1,000  live  births. 

yy 

26-8 

under  4  weeks 

0 

per 

1,000  live  births. 

yy 

— 

Analysis  of  deaths  from  all  causes. 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Dung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplas 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Diseases  ... 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion... 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  other  Accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Comparability  Factors.  Area  comparability  factors  for  births  and  for  deaths,  allowing 
for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas,  are  given  and 
may  be  used  for  comparing  birth  rates  and  death  rates  with  those  in  other  areas. 

j  staff  general  provision  of  health  services. 

1.  Part-time  Medica1  Officer:  Dr.  J.  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  who  acts  for  Trow¬ 
bridge  U.D.,  Bradford-on-Avon  U.D.,  and  is  also  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

2.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector:  Donald  S.  Smith,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.H. 

(Also  acts  as  Authorised  Officer  under  (1)  The  Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928 
and  1936,  (2)  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  (3)  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1953,  and  (4)  Factories  Act,  1937,  Section  34). 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector:  D.  J.  Emm,  M.S.I.A. 

Articled  Pupil:  A.  Merrett  (appointed  19th  September,  1955). 

3.  Clerical  Staff:  Mrs.  N.  Hillyer,  a  clerk-typist  whose  time  is  divided  between  the 
Trowbridge  Public  Health  Department  and  the  other  authority  for  which  the  Medical 
Officer  acts. 

4.  Rodent  Operator:  T.  Richards. 

II.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  (1)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Salisbury,  (2)  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Bath,  (3)  Waterfall  and  O’Brien,  Bristol. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  The  County  Council’s  Ambulance  Station  for  this  area  is  at 
Woolley  Grange,  Bradford-on-Avon. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  There  are  two  district  nurses  and  one  midwife. 

(d)  Home  Helps.  The  County  Council  Home  Help  service  is  well  established  and  great 
assistance  has  been  given  in  cases  of  illness  and  infirmity.  It  should  be  clearly  under¬ 
stood  that  Home  Helps  are  not  intended,  and  should  not  be  expected,  to  undertake  any 
nursing — their  duties  are  household  ones  only. 

(e)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  The  County  Council  Clinic,  The  Halve,  is  used  for 
all  clinics. 

The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  at  2  p.m. 

Immunisation.  A  session  is  held  every  fourth  Thursday. 

Specialist  Clinics  are  held  on  other  occasions. 

(f)  Hospital  Accommodation  and  Maternity  Homes. 

1.  Trowbridge  and  District  Hospital.  This  is  a  general  hospital  with  a  Maternity 
Department  of  13  beds. 

2.  Trozvbridge  and  District  Isolation  Hospital.  This  hospital  still  admits  cases  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease.  The  beds  are  mainly  used  for  general  medical  purposes.  There 
are  also  8  Tuberculosis  beds  for  male  cases. 

3.  There  is  a  private  Maternity  Home  :  it  accommodates  16  persons — 13  maternity  cases 
and  3  others. 

Care  of  the  Aged — National  Assistance  Act. 

1.  The  case  specified  in  the  1953  and  1954  Reports  became  a  permanent  patient  in  a 
hospital  for  the  chronic  sick,  and  no  further  extension  of  the  Order  for  his  detention  in  a 
Welfare  Home  was  required. 


2.  In  February  the  Emergency  Act,  1952,  had  to  be  invoked  to  remove  an  old  man  who 
had  systematically  wrecked  his  house  by  using  floorboards  and  staircase  as  firewood,  and 
then  proceeded  to  have  a  very  serious  chimney-fire.  Fie  had  been  visited  many  times  and  had 
kept  one  living  room-kitchen  in  a  reasonably  clean  condition.  He  had  previously  been  per¬ 
suaded  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  stop  using  one  of  the  bedrooms  as  a  pigeon-house — at 
that  time  the  house  internally  was  intact — but  he  had  refused  to  allow  the  owner  access  to 
carry  out  repairs  to  windows  and  doors.  He  had  then  bought  the  little  house  and  proceeded 
to  use  it  in  the  above  way.  After  he  had  settled  into  the  home  for  Old  Men  at  Salisbury  he 
decided  to  live  there  permanently  and  to  give  up  the  house.  After  the  Order  made  under  the 
National  Assistance  Act  confirming  the  action  taken  in  the  emergency,  the  Council’s  respon¬ 
sibility  ended. 

It  must  again  be  stated  how  the  great  assistance  given  to  old  people  by  “  Home  Helps  ” 
prevents  the  necessity  of  removing  them  from  their  own  homes.  We  cannot  be  too  grateful 
for  the  unremitting  care  given  by  the  Health  Visitors  of  the  County  Council  in  finding  suitable 
“  Home  Helps  ”  for  these  people,  and  the  sympathetic  consideration  the  individual  cases  get 
from  the  County  Medical  Officer,  the  County  Welfare  Officer  and  the  Secretary  of  the  West 
Regional  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  their  staffs. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA. 

Water  Supply. — There  has  been  no  change  in  the  water  supply;  the  amount  has  been 
always  sufficient  and  the  quality  excellent. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

( Directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health). 

Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Salisbury  General  Infirmary. 

Report  on  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water. 

Authority  or  Sender — Trowbridge  U.D.C.  Lab.  Ref.  No. — 25583. 

Sender’s  Ref.  No*. — 9/55. 

Nature  of  Sample — Tap,  Co-op,  Castle  Street.  Chlorinated. 

Date  and  hour  of  collection — 12/10/55.  11.55  a.m. 

Date  and  hour  of  arrival— 12/10/55.  3.45  p.m. 


Report. 

Date  of  Report — 17/10/55. 

Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  agar  2  days  37°  C.  aerobically — NIL  per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days,  37°  C. — NIL  per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli — NIL  per  100  ml. 

Remarks — -No  evidence  of  pollution. 

(Information  under  the  next  3  headings  supplied  by  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  S.  Day). 

Public  Cleansing. — In  April  the  Council  purchased  a  new  S.  &  D.  Fore  and  Aft 
Tipper  Refuse  Collection  Vehicle,  of  16-18  cubic  yards  capacity,  for  the  main  part  of  the 
refuse  collection  service.  The  former  side-loading  vehicle  is  used  for  the  remainder  of  the 
work,  and  the  use  of  open  haulage  lorries  for  refuse  collection  has  ceased  except  in  case  of 
emergency. 

With  the  new  vehicle,  refuse  is  far  less  exposed  and  the  present  arrangement  makes 
for  much  more  hygienic  conditions  of  collection. 

Space  at  the  present  refuse  tip  is  becoming  limited  and  the  Council  are  giving  con¬ 
sideration  to  controlled  tipping  elsewhere. 
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Sewage;  Disposal  Works. — The  new  plant  came  fully  into  operation  during  the  year 
and  the  operation  of  the  works  has  been  brought  back  to  a  normal  state  following  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  reorganisation  contract. 

Tests  of  the  effluent  and  incoming  sewage  have  been  carried  out  in  the  laboratory  at 
regular  intervals  since  the  middle  of  the  year,  to  check  the  standard  of  purification  and  in 
preparation  for  investigation  of  trade  effluents  in  the  district. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  drying  and  disposing  of  the  large 
quantity  of  sludge  now  arising  from  the  purification  process,  and  additional  sludge  drying 
beds  have  had  to  be  constructed  in  part  of  the  disused  secondary  filters. 

Sewerage. — A  small  sewer  extension  was  carried  out  at  West  Ashton  Road  to  serve 
4  new  dwellings.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  new  sewer  for  Westwood  Road  was 
commenced ;  this,  when  completed,  will  serve  8  existing  dwellings  and  sites  for  approximately 
10  further  properties. 

In  addition,  extensions  of  sewers  on  both  private  enterprise  and  Council  building 
estates  have  been  made. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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Scarlet  Fever.—  As  is  the  case  all  over  the  Country,  Scarlet  Fever  has  now  become 
much  less  serious  :  many  mild  cases  are  missed  by  the  parents,  and  those  that  have  more 
marked  symptoms  are  early  dealt  with  by  the  new  antibiotics  and  the  more  serious  complica¬ 
tions  are  avoided. 

Measles. — At  no  time  of  the  year  was  the  town  free  from  Measles,  except  for  two 
months  of  early  summer.  In  the  1st  quarter  of  the  year,  135  cases  were  notified;  2nd  quarter 
20  only;  3rd  quarter  223.  This  small  epidemic  started  in  July — a  most  uncommon  occurrence 
— and  continued  throughout  the  autumn,  fading  out  gradually  near  Christmas.  In  the  last 
quarter  73  cases  were  notified. 

I  must  emphasise  that  Measles,  a  virus  disease,  is  a  dangerous  disease  of  infancy. 
Parents  who  otherwise  take  every  care  of  their  young  children  seem  amazed  when  warned 
not  to  take  infants  or  toddlers  among  crowds  or  to  parties  during  an  epidemic. 

Whooping  Cough. — Again,  this  is  a  dangerous  disease  in  infancy  :  many  children  go 
through  life  with  chest  malformations  and  chronic  lung  complaints  from  having  been  ex¬ 
posed  to  this  infection.  Immunisation  at  an  early  age  is  admirable,  and  more  and  more 
parents  are  seeking  this  protection.  But  if  only  more  infants  were  given  resistance  to  disease 
through  perseverance  with  breast  feeding,  the  months  before  immunisation  is  offered  could 
be  covered  also. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.— 1955  has  been  free  from  Poliomyelitis  among  young  people  :  the 
only  case  was  one  in  an  older  woman  where  the  differential  diagnosis  from  other  central 
nervous  conditions  was  extremely  difficult :  she  was  far  from  a  typical  case  and  at  no  time 
was  dangerously  ill. 

Tuberculosis. — No  new  cases  were  notified,  either  of  lung  or  other  types.  This  does 
not  mean  that  precautions  now  taken  are  sufficient  or  can  be  relaxed.  In  order  to  protect 
infants  from  the  risk  of  bovine  tuberculosis — which  affects  bones,  glands,  etc. — all  infants 
not  breast  fed  should  have  either  a  good  infant  food  preparation  or  pasteurised  milk.  Even 
milk  from  Tuberculin  Free  herds  should  be  used  after  pasteurisation  if  it  is  an  infant’s  sole 
food. 

Mass  Radiography. — On  each  occasion  that  the  Unit  has  visited  the  Town,  more 
people  attend.  Although  only  a  few  actual  nezv  cases  have  been  discovered  in  the  District, 
some  older  cases  have  been  safeguarded  and  chest  conditions  other  than  T.B.  have  been  dis¬ 
covered  or  confirmed. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. — A  steady  demand  for  this  continues  among  the  mothers  of 
young  children  :  although  very  few  can  have  any  knowledge  of  an  actual  case  of  Diphtheria, 
the  horror  of  it  felt  among  the  older  generations  still  has  its  effects  on  them;  and  although  it 
appears  to  those  most  closely  connected  with  child  care  that  almost  every  mother  brings  her 
child  along  at  the  proper  time,  statistics  show  that  still  only  a  proportion  of  those  born  each 
year  are  actually  safeguarded.  Now  that  combined  Whooping  Cough-Diphtheria  immunisation 
is  started,  it  is  hoped  that  even  more  will  come  forward. 

Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning. — No  cases  of  either  were  notified.  The  insistence  on 
good  personal  hygiene  and  the  frequent  washing  of  hands,  especially  among  those  handling 
food,  cannot  be  reiterated  too  often. 


HOUSING. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Trozvbridge  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955,  the  first  complete 
year  in  which  I  have  been  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

From  the  outset,  there  has  been  a  steadily  increasing  pressure  of  work  falling  on  the 
Department.  The  first  months  of  the  year  were  largely  devoted  to  work  under  the  Petroleum 
Acts  necessitated  by  the  Council’s  new  Licensing  Conditions,  followed  by  the  Housing  Survey 
of  the  District  required  by  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954.  Slum  clearance  work 
also  recommenced,  and  meat  inspection  has  continued  to  absorb  a  considerable  proportion  of 
your  Inspectors’  time.  Improvement  Grant  enquiries  have  been  a  new  facet  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  work,  and  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  Clean  Air  Act  in  the  immediate 
offing  it  appears  likely  that  the  duties  of  the  Health  Department  will  continue  to  increase  for 
some  time  to  come. 

The  appointment  during  the  previous  year  of  a  full-time  clerk  has  enabled  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  remain  open  during  normal  office  hours.  The  value  of  this  to  the  public  has  been 
demonstrated  by  the  increasing  number  of  callers  at  the  Department,  and  it  is  interesting  to 
note  the  tendency  for  a  considerable  proportion  of  these  to  be  persons  seeking  advice  and 
assistance  on  environmental  health  matters,  as  distinct  from  their  using  the  office  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  lodging  complaints.  Enquiries  in  regard  to  housing  have  been  particularly 
numerous,  due  no  doubt  to  publicity  connected  with  slum  clearance. 

At  a  time  when  there  is  a  serious  national  shortage  of  Sanitary  Inspectors,  it  is  worthy 
of  note  that  during  the  year  the  Council  appointed  a  pupil  in  the  Department. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  and  assistance  received  from  the 
Council,  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  Dr.  Jean  Murray  and 
the  officers  of  the  Council’s  other  Departments;  and  to  Mr.  D.  J.  Emm,  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  Mrs.  N.  Hillyer,  clerk-typist,  for  their  loyalty  and  industry  during  the  year. 

Yours  obediently, 

DONALD  S.  SMITH, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1.  SLAUGHTERING. 

No  new  slaughtering  accommodation  was  provided  during  the  year,  and  the  four  ex¬ 
isting  slaughterhouses,  including  those  at  the  two  bacon  factories,  were  re-licensed. 

At  one  of  the  bacon  factories  long-term  plans  were  evolved  providing  for  the  transfer 
during  the  coming  year  of  the  small  goods  departments  to  newly  acquired  and  converted 
factory  premises  adjoining,  and  for  the  subsequent  re-organisation  and  re-construction  of 
the  slaughtering  departments.  These  alterations  should  result  in  an  overall  improvement  both 
in  the  premises  and  in  the  standards  of  hygiene  and  are  to  be  commended. 

Slaughter  of  calves,  principally  for  the  London  market,  increased  considerably  from 
2,527  in  1954  to  6,273  during  1955. 

2.  SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1933-1954. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  twenty  slaughtermen  held  licences  under  the  Acts. 

3.  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Regular  slaughtering  at  the  four  slaughterhouses  has  continued  to  involve  substantial 
meat  inspection  duties,  and  owing  to  the  bulk  of  the  calf  slaughtering  being  carried  out  late  in 
the  day,  evening  duty  has  been  a  regular  requirement. 

Since  the  return  to  private  slaughtering  in  1954,  the  class  of  cattle  dealt  with  has 
greatly  improved.  During  1955,  cows  formed  only  2-2  per  cent,  of  the  total  cattle  slaughtered, 
compared  with  36-3  per  cent,  in  1954  and  37'8  per  cent,  in  1953.  The  effect  of  this,  coupled 
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with  the  reduction  in  the  total  number  of  cattle  slaughtered,  is  reflected  in  the  greatly  reduced 
weight  of  beef  condemned  during  the  year. 

Seven  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  were  found,  a  parasitic  condition  of  beef  capable  of 
producing,  if  consumed,  a  tapeworm  infestation  of  the  small  intestine.  The  condition  was 
localised  in  each  case  to  the  muscles  of  the  head  or  heart  and  the  carcases  were  released  for 
human  consumption  after  cold  storage  treatment  for  a  period  of  three  weeks. 

An  unusual  occurrence  came  to  light  as  a  result  of  a  complaint  from  a  householder 
that  on  two  successive  occasions  his  week-end  j  oint  had  assumed  an  intense  overall  beetroot¬ 
like  hue  when,  after  being  cooked,  it  was  placed  in  his  larder  overnight.  On  the  second 
occasion,  the  staining  was  trimmed  from  the  joint  which  was  then  left  at  my  office.  Within  a 
few  hours,  the  meat  again  gave  the  same  beetroot-stained  appearance.  The  “  mystery  ”  was 
solved  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  who  found  the  meat  to  be  contaminated  with  a 
“  pink  pigment-forming  bacterium,  probably  a  member  of  the  family  Serratia  (chromo¬ 
bacterium).” 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  District  and  the 
proportion  found  to  be  affected  with  disease  : — • 


Meat  Inspection  at  Bacon  Factories  and  Slaughterhouses,  1955. 


Cattle, 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

excluding  Cows 

and  Lambs 

Number  killed 

348 

8 

6,273 

285 

65,667 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— 

34 

2 

199 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

81 

3 

3 

20 

227 

spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 

cysticerci 

23-3% 

37-5% 

0-6% 

7-7% 

0-6% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

1 

— 

2 

— 

17 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

24 

1 

10 

608 

spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

7-2% 

12-5% 

0-2% 

— 

0-9% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

7 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  total  weights  of  meat  and 

other  foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

r 

ons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 

Beef 

1  10  0 

14 

8 

Mutton 

0 

1  2 

1 

0 

Veal  . 

0  16  0 

12 

0 

Pork 

25  13  1 

10 

0 

Other  Foods  ... 

0  16  0 

1 

15 

Total 

... 

28  18  0 

11 

7 

9 


4.  DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

At  the  larger  of  the  two  bacon  factories,  condemned  meat  was  destroyed  in  plant  on 
the  premises.  Condemned  meat  from  the  other  bacon  factory  and  from  one  slaughterhouse 
was  collected  by  a  firm  of  fertiliser  manufacturers,  and  at  the  other  slaughterhouse  the 
occupier  himself  arranged  for  the  destruction  of  the  small  quantity  of  unfit  meat  arising. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  compulsory  staining  of  condemned  meat  will  be  re-introduced 
by  Regulation. 

Unfit  food  from  local  food  premises  continued  to  be  disposed  of  under  supervision  at 
the  refuse  tip. 

5.  FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  by  type  of  business  was  as  follows  : — 


Grocers,  Greengrocers,  Fruiterers,  Confectioners  ...  ...  84 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  9 

Fish  and  Chip  Saloons  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  4 

Bacon  Factories  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  2 

Other  Food  Factories  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  12 

Canteens,  Kitchens,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  •••  20 

Food  Warehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Breweries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Brewery  Makings  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Beer  Bottling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wine  and  Spirit  Bottling  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mineral  Water  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  8 


Total  ...  217 


6.  REGISTERED  FOOD  PREMISES. 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  : — 

(i)  (a)  For  the  Sale  of  Ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  46 

(b)  For  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice-cream  ...  6 

(ii)  For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  Sausages  or  Potted, 

Pressed,  Pickled  or  Preserved  Food  intended  for  Sale  ...  11 

N.B. — Three  of  the  premises  registered  for  ice-cream  manufacture  and  nine  premises  reg¬ 
istered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  were  not  used  for  those  purposes  during  the  year. 

7.  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 

It  had  been  hoped  to  institute  regular  inspection  of  all  food  premises  during  the  year, 
but  pressure  of  other  duties  precluded  this.  As  far  as  possible  particular  attention  was 
again  given  to  premises  used  for  food  preparation. 

8.  MILK  &  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949-1954. 

(i)  Number  of  registered  dairies  (not  being  dairy  farms)  ...  ...  4 

(ii)  Number  of  registered  distributors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  9 
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9.  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS. 

The  Mill:  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  (No.  2)  Order,  1955,  came  into 
operation  on  the  6th  December,  1955,  making  it  obligatory  for  all  milk  sold  by  retail  in  the 
District  to  be  pasteurised,  sterilised  or  tuberculin  tested  milk. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949-1954,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949-1953  : — 

(i)  Dealer’s  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  ...  4 

(ii)  Dealer’s  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Pasteurised”  ...  5 

(iii)  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Tuberculin 

Tested”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(iv)  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Pasteurised  ”...  7 

10.  MILK  SAMPLING. 

Milk  samples  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year  from  all  retailers  operating 
in  the  District.  Details  are  as  follows  :  — 


Designation  of  Milk 

Number  of  Samples 
taken 

Number  complying  with 
the  prescribed  standards 

Number  not  complying 
with  prescribed  standards 

Pasteurised 

37 

37 

Nil 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

18 

17 

1 

(Channel  Island) 

8 

8 

Nil 

Tuberculin  Tested 

59 

51 

8 

T.T.  Channel  Island 

38 

34 

4 

Totals 

160 

147 

13 

Biological  tests  (for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus)  were  carried  out  on  32  of  the 
above  samples  with  negative  results  in  each  case. 

The  thirteen  unsatisfactory  samples  involved  four  separate  supplies,  one  being  from  a 
producer-retailer.  Follow-up  samples  were  taken  of  each  supply,  including  sixteen  churn 
samples  taken  on  delivery  from  a  farm  to  the  dairy  of  one  of  the  dealers  concerned  and 
five  bottle  rinses.  One  of  the  Tuberculin  Tested  supplies  continued  to  be  persistently  un¬ 
satisfactory  over  a  period  of  several  weeks  and  representations  were  made  to  the  Wiltshire 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee.  Further  samples  of  this  supply  eventually  complied  with 
the  statutory  standard. 

11.  ICE-CREAM  SAMPLING. 


Eighty-seven  samples  were  graded  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and  Ministry  of  Health  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  Samples 

Provisional  Grade 

Taken 

I 

II 

ill 

IV 

87 

82 

3 

2 

n 


The  two  Grade  III  samples  were  of  an  ice-cream  manufactured  outside  the  District 
and  were  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Officer  concerned.  Subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 

The  continued  absence  of  a  statutory  bacteriological  standard  for  ice-cream  is  to  be 
regretted. 

HOUSING  ACTS  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

(i)  Unfit  Houses. 

The  survey  of  housing  in  the  District  required  by  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 
1954,  was  completed,  and  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  118  houses  requiring  action  under 
Section  11  (Demolition  or  Closing  Orders)  or  Section  25  (Clearance  Orders)  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936.  These  were  in  addition  to  fifty  hutment  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  which  it 
is  intended  to  abolish  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 


The  Council  propose  to  deal  with  these  unfit  dwellings  within  a  period  of  five  years  by 


the  following  procedure  :  — 

Number  of  Houses. 

By  Clearance  Orders  already  made 

14 

By  Clearance  Orders  still  to  be  made  ... 

77 

By  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  still  to  be  made 

27 

118 

The  programme  for  the  twelve  months  ending  31st  August,  1956,  provided  for  dealing 
with  thirty-six  of  these  unfit  houses,  and  this  work  was  well  in  hand  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
A  start  was  also  made  by  the  Council  in  re-housing  families  from  the  hutment  dwellings  which 
will  not  be  re-let. 

(ii)  Improvement  Grants. 

Probably  as  a  result  of  the  wide  press  publicity,  more  interest  was  shown  by  property 
owners  in  the  improvement  grant  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts.  A  procedure  was  adopted 
whereby  all  enquiries  were  investigated  informally  in  the  first  instance  by  the  Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  advice  given  as  to  whether  proposed  works  would  be  likely  to  qualify 
for  grant.  Twenty-two  such  informal  enquiries  (all  from  owner-occupiers)  were  investigated, 
nine  formal  applications  for  grants  were  received,  and  in  seven  cases  were  approved  by  the 
Council. 

(iii)  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  no  certificates  of  disrepair  were  applied  for  or  issued.  It  is 
now  apparent  that  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  relating  to 
“  Repairs  Increases  ”  have  failed  to  have  the  intended  effect  of  inducing  owners  of  older  houses 
to  maintain  them  in  good  repair. 

The  following  statistics  show  action  taken  under  the  Acts  during  the  year  : — 

A. — Inspections. 

1)  Housing  Inspections  made  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  264 

Housing  Survey  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  730 

B. — Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1936). 

U)  Number  of  unfit  dwelling  houses  demolished  during  the  year  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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C. — Demolition  and  Closing  Orders. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

1. 

Housing  Act,  1936 

houses. 

persons  displaced 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  11 

(b)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 

pro- 

4 

Nil 

cedure  under  Section  11 

3 

6 

(c)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given 

by 

owners  under  Section  11 

4 

8 

(d)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12) 

... 

Nil 

Nil 

2. 

Housing  Act,  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3(1) 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing  Orders 

sub- 

2 

7 

stituted  under  Section  3(2) 

... 

1 

Nil 

3. 

Local  Government  {Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10(1) 

... 

2 

11 

D. — Repairs — Informal  Action. 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during  the 

year 

as  a  result 

of 

informal  action  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

... 

12 

E. — Repairs — Statutory  Action. 

(1)  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  bouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 


(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(i)  Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  (Sections  9,  10,  11  &  16)  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  unfit  houses  for  which  undertakings  by  owners  to  make  fit 

were  accepted  (Section  11)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

F. — Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

{Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954). 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  received  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

G. — Improvement  Grants. 

{Housing  Act,  1949,  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954). 

(i)  Number  of  informal  enquiries  investigated  ...  ...  ...  22 

(ii)  Number  of  formal  applications  received  ...  ...  ...  9 

(iii)  Number  of  formal  applications  approved  for  grant  ...  ...  7 

(iv)  Number  of  formal  applications  refused  ...  ...  ...  2 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Licences  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  issued  in  respect  of  three  caravans 
used  for  human  habitation. 

On  five  occasions  caravans  were  removed  from  sites  in  the  District  as  a  result  of  in¬ 
formal  action. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  by-products  plant  at  one  of  the  bacon  factories  continued  to  operate  and  certain 
alterations  were  made  with  a  view  to  eliminating  an  objectionable  smell  of  which  complaints 
were  received  from  time  to  time. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

Twenty-three  observations  were  made  of  factory  chimneys  in  the  town  and  in  addition 
a  watch  was  kept  during  the  course  of  other  duties  for  any  undue  smoke  emissions.  As  nec¬ 
essary,  and  also  on  complaint,  visits  were  made  to  the  factory  premises. 

The  principal  complaints  received  were  in  respect  of  smuts  from  oil-burning  plant  and 
of  grit  emission.  Grit  deposits  from  one  boiler  chimney  were  particularly  troublesome,  and 
despite  the  fitting  of  a  grit-arrester  it  was  evident  that  properties  in  the  vicinity  of  the  chim¬ 
ney  were  still  being  affected.  In  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  attempts  were  made  to  measure 
this  grit  deposit  using  the  petri-dish  method,  but  due  to  frequent  weather  variations,  par¬ 
ticularly  wind  direction  and  velocity,  the  evidence  obtained  was  inconclusive. 

The  Council  has  no  Byelaws  relating  to  smoke  nuisances  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  ex¬ 
isting  law,  at  present  contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  will  be  considerably  streng¬ 
thened  by  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  Clean  Air  Act. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Rodent  Operator  continued  to  give  prompt  and  effective  treatment  for  rodent 
infestations  whenever  necessary.  Rats  and  mice  multiply  rapidly  and  it  is  essential — and  also 
a  legal  obligation — that  occupiers  of  premises  should  give  immediate  notification  to  the 
Council  whenever  an  infestation  is  found  or  suspected. 


A  test-bait  and  two  treatments  were  again  made  of  the  soil  sewers  and  other  work  is 
summarised  in  the  following  table  : — 


L,ocal 

Authority 

Properties 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business 

Premises 

Agricultural 

Properties 

Totals 

1.  No.  of  properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of  : 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when  visited 

primarily  for  some  other 
purpose)  . 

3 

48 

29 

1 

81 

11 

412 

52 

14 

489 

105 

172 

277 

2.  Total  inspections  carried  out 

145 

1116 

424 

27 

1712 

3.  No.  of  properties  inspected  which 
were  found  to  be  infested  by  : 
f  Major 

(a)  Rats  i 

l  Minor 

Major 

(b)  Mice- 

.  Minor 

3 

4 

1 

8 

4 

31 

13 

— 

48 

1 

— 

5 

— 

6 

1 

4 

13 

— 

18 

4.  No.  of  infested  properties  treated 
by  the  Council 

9 

38 

32 

— 

79 

5.  Total  treatments  carried  out  — 
including  re-treatments  .... 

18 

59 

54 

— 

131 

6.  No.  of  “  block  ”  control  schemes 
carried  out 

_ 

3 

_ 

3 

14 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

9 

14 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

95 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

2 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

106 

17 

— 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Rei 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( b )  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

( c )  not  separate  for  sexes  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

15 


3. — OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111). 


Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Nature  of  Work 

out-workers 
in  August 

cases  of 
default 

prosecu¬ 
tions  for 

instances 
of  work  in 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

list  required 

in  sending 

failure  to 

unwholesome 

served 

by  Sect. 
HO  (1)  (c) 

lists  to  the 
Council 

supply  lists 

premises 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  1  Making,  etc. 

15 

apparel  1  Cleaning  and  washing 

— 

“ 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.— FIRE  ESCAPES  (Section  34). 

Attention  has  been  given  to  a  number  of  factories  where  certificates  of  satisfactory 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  are  required  under  the  Act,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  recom¬ 
mended  alterations  were  being  carried  out  in  three  cases  prior  to  a  certificate  being  issued. 

It  is  believed  that  there  are  a  number  of  cases  where  either  the  existing  certificate  is 
invalid  due  to  changes  having  taken  place  at  the  factory  or  no  certificate  has  been  issued  al¬ 
though  one  is  required.  It  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  give  attention  to  these  during  1956. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

(i)  Premises  registered  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Licences  issued  during  1955  to  store  Rag  Flock  ...  ...  ...  1 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  &  1936. 

The  new  licensing  conditions  adopted  by  the  Council  applied  to  all  licences  issued  after 
31st  March,  1955.  Prior  to  that  date  detailed  inspections  were  made  of  all  licensed  petroleum 
spirit  installations  and  numerous  alterations  and  improvements  were  effected.  Two  unsatis¬ 
factory  cases  were  reported  to  the  Council,  in  one  of  which  the  licence  was  refused  and  in 
the  other  a  licence  was  issued,  on  appeal,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  subject  to  special  con¬ 
ditions  and  to  certain  alterations  being  made. 

Two  unlicensed  installations  were  found  for  which  licences  were  issued  after  certain 
alterations  had  been  carried  out.  An  unsatisfactory  can-store  was  replaced  by  one  of  fire- 
resisting  construction  and  two  installations  were  dismantled  after  being  replaced  by  new  in¬ 
stallations  on  suitable  sites. 


In  all,  202  inspections  were  made  under  the  Acts  during  the  year. 

(i)  Number  of  licences  for  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  and  petroleum 

mixtures  in  force  at  31/12/55 

(ii)  Number  of  licences  for  storage  of  calcium  carbide  in  force  at 

31/12/55  .  . 

(iii)  Total  quantity  of  petroleum  spirit  and/or  mixtures  for  which 

licences  issued  by  the  Council  were  in  force  at  31/12/55 

(iv)  Total  quantity  of  calcium  carbide  for  which  licences  were  in  force 

at  31/12/55  . 


43 

2 

39,270  gallons 
1,112  pounds 


16 


2 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

Number  of  licences  issued  to  keep  pet  shops 

HEATING  APPLIANCES  (FIREGUARDS)  REGULATIONS,  1953. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Regulations  although  from  casual  observations  of 
appliances  on  sale  it  appeared  that  the  requirements  with  regard  to  fireguards  were  being 
generally  complied  with. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  INSPECTIONS. 


Housing  Act,  1936— Section  9 
Section  11 
Section  25 

Closing  Orders 

Other  Visits 

Housing  Survey 

Improvement  Grants 

Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

Schools 

Animals  or  Birds 
Ashes  Accommodation 
Accumulations 
Offensive  Trades 
Other  Visits — Public  Health  Act 
Drainage — Inspections 
Tests 
Closets — Water 

Pails  or  Privies 

Cesspools 
Sewage  Works 
Refuse  Tip 
Water  Supply  ... 

Milkshops  and  Dairies 
Ice-cream  Premises 
Bakehouses 

Food  Preparing  Premises 
Licensed  Premises 
Other  Food  Premises 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection 
at  Slaughterhouses 
at  Bacon  Factories 
at  Other  Food  Premises 
Markets 

Slaughterhouse  Inspections 
Factories — (with  mechanical  power) 

(without  mechanical  power) 
Fire  Escapes 
Rodent  Control 
Verminous  Premises 
Infectious  Diseases 
Premises  Disinfected 

Carried  forward 


Primary  Inspections. 

Re-inspections. 

7 

4 

20 

47 

7 

46 

1 

11 

65 

1 

613 

117 

22 

18 

31 

24 

10 

5 

1 

— 

6 

•  3 

3 

4 

4 

2 

4 

— 

14 

6 

42 

43 

5 

3 

6 

— 

2 

— 

7 

1 

3 

— 

3 

— 

2 

2 

5 

3 

7 

4 

7 

— 

10 

13 

3 

2 

8 

5 

400 

3 

405 

6 

102 

1 

7 

— 

7 

9 

14 

— 

3 

— 

9 

2 

25 

6 

9 

9 

5 

— 

7 

— 

1911 

400 

17 


Brought  forward 

Primary  Inspections. 

1911 

Re-inspections. 

400 

Smoke — Observations 

23 

— 

Premises  Visited 

20 

6 

Petri  Dish  Surveys 

40 

79 

Petroleum  Acts 

53 

149 

Rag  Flock  Act 

1 

— 

Pet  Shops  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

113 

— 

Interviews — Owners,  Tradesmen,  etc. 

139 

— 

Stage  Play  Licence  Certificates 

1 

— 

Samples — Water 

8 

— 

Pathological 

— 

— 

Milk — Bacteriological  Exam. 

160 

— 

Biological  Exam. 

31 

— 

Bottle  Rinses 

5 

— 

Ice-cream 

87 

— 

Food  &  Drugs — Bacteriological  Samples 

4 

— 

Totals 

2597 

635 

18 


